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Keep Building Friendships in 2015 >>> 

By the numbers >>> 

2015 Goals 

2014 Accomplishments 

 Broaden and deepen New 

American and community 

education efforts 

 Expand and diversify our 

volunteer base 

 Increase the number of mentors 

working in the Resilient Youth 
Program 

 Stabilize funding for programs 

nds 

  
 210 New Americans 

received volunteer support 

through our Family Mentors 

and Adult Literacy 

Program. 

 

 2,997  volunteer hours  
 

 Reached over 1,000 people 

through our 30+ 

presentations and events. 

 

 26 New American youth 
were supported in schools 

 

 18% increase in the number 

of people contributing 

Global Friends Coalition is a non-profit organization  
501 ( c ) 3 in Grand Forks, ND whose mission is to bring 
together individuals and organizations to foster refugee (New 
American) integration through work with New Americans and 
the Greater Grand Forks community. 

Mission... Our 

     I’ve been writing these year-in-

review letters for quite a few years 

now, and the reflection process it 

entails always elicits two 

emotions:  surprise and 

satisfaction.   

     We served over 200 New 

Americans this year?  Volunteer 

hours equal close to 3,000 hours?  

Our number of contributors grew 

nearly 20%? Outstanding.  I have 

to marvel at what this scrappy 

organization can accomplish in 

just one year when powered by the 

dedication of its staff, board, and 

volunteers. 

      And with that wonder comes a 

deep satisfaction.  Global Friends 

Coalition is able to serve this 

community’s evolving needs while 

maintaining its core services.  The 

Family Mentors and Adult 

Literacy programs we began five 

years ago are still at the center of 

our work.  But as dynamics 

change, we’ve been able to expand 

our programming into more youth 

services and citizenship 

education.    

Our 2014 was, in many 

ways, like previous years:  firming 

up our foundation while also 

adding on to our organization.  

That’s an ideal form of progress.  

We look forward to 

working with our partners to 

continue fulfilling our mission of  

bringing together individuals and 

organizations to foster refugee 

(New American) integration 

through work with New 

Americans and the Greater Grand 

Forks community. 

 
 
 

 

 

Robin David,  

Board President 
 

Global Friends Coalition 

Contact us:  701-746-8233 | www.gfcoalition.org  |  info@gfcoalition.org 
 

 

Building friendships with refugees in the Grand Forks Community 

Robin David: President 

Christyne Vachon: Vice President 

Robbin Rendahl: Treasurer 

Jill Shafer: Secretary 

Kathy Fick/John Fick: Member at Large 

Chuck Haga: Member at Large 

Brandon Baumbach: Member at Large 

Reginald Tarr: Member at Large 

Sabrina Balgamwalla: Member at Large 

Advisors: 

Amanda Kosior-Silverman: Communications 

Liaison 

2015 Board of  Directors >>> 2015 Staff  >>> 

Cynthia H. Shabb 

Executive Director 

 

Jennifer Norton 

Volunteer Coordinator 

 

2014 Financials 
We continue to be funded 

primarily through grants. 

Global Friends received two 

matching grants, helping to 

increase the value of our 

individual contributions. The 

number of contributors 

increased by 18%. 

Personnel costs 

continue to be the 

largest expense. 

Staff coordinate 

and run our 

programs. 

These two became friends right away!  

>>> From the Executive 
Director… 
 
There has been much to be excited about in 

2014 and I have great faith that we will see 

Global Friends Coalition continue to grow and 

become a stronger organization.  I am 

continually reminded of how much we have to 

be grateful for and how we can be revitalized 

through volunteer experiences and by working 

with people of diverse cultures and viewpoints. 

Each and every day I am struck by the 

friendships Global Friends has developed 

amongst our New Americans and the Greater 

Grand Forks community.  

 

One day I ran into a New American family and 

the first thing they talked to me about was their  

volunteers. In addition to cooking for each 

other and watching movies together, their 

volunteers  had helped with the driver’s permit 

test, filled out job applications together, and 

helped them get to job interviews. A big thanks 

to our volunteers!   Let’s keep building 

friendships in 2015! 

 
Cynthia H. Shabb 
 
 
 



  

 

Mentors have shared with us that this 

experience is fulfilling. Bridget Hill, 

2014 Global Friends Coalition Mentor 

of the Year says that working with 

New American children, youth and 

families is “where her happiness lives.”      

 

In 2014, students and mentors 

participated in a service project at two 

different thrift stores:  Salvation Army 

and St. Joseph’s Social Care and Thrift 

Store. After serving in the morning, 

everyone was treated to lunch at the 

Pizza Ranch. For many of the students 

this was their first time eating out at a 

restaurant. Twenty-six New American 

Guiding New Americans to Success >>> 

Community Outreach & Advocacy Program 

The goal of the Resilient Youth 

Program is to provide New American 

English Language Learner (ELL) 

students at Red River High School 

(RRHS) and South Middle School with 

a mentor to serve as a positive role 

model in their academic and personal 

lives.   

 

Thanks to funding from the United 

Way, we have been able to support 26 

New American youth.  The mentors 

met regularly to assist with homework, 

provide academic support in a content 

area, or to build English skills and 

confidence.  

Guiding New Americans to Success >>> 

Resilient Youth Program 

high school students went bowling--

most for the first time! One of the 

benefits of the Resilient Youth 

Program is that ELL students are given 

opportunities to be a part of culture that 

they rarely have opportunities due to a 

lack of transportation, money, and a 

lack of confidence. ELL students report 

that they are afraid to “stand out” so 

they do not go out into the community 

alone. Outside activities are positive 

outcomes for both the ELL students 

and the community as the general 

public sees New Americans enjoying 

an outing with native speakers of 

English. 

 

The Greater Grand Forks 

community is encouraged to  

embrace New Americans in 

order to create a bright future. 

New American youth gain academic, social, and 

personal competencies to succeed in Grand Forks.   

Guiding New Americans to Success >>> 

Family Mentors & Adult Literacy Program 

Over 200 New Americans were served through our Family Mentors and 

Adult Literacy Program in 2014 with approximately 100+ volunteers.  

45% of the New Americans served have lived in the US less than twelve 

months. Mentor and tutor volunteers totaled 2,997 reported hours of 

service. Volunteers report that the rewards of mentoring and tutoring far 

outweigh the amount of time they put into this experience.  

 

According to Joey Schaefbauer, “volunteering with Global Friends 

Coalition over the last 3 years has both broadened my perspective and 

changed my life for the better. Through teaching English and listening 

to the life stories and struggles of refugees in the Grand Forks 

community, I found my own personal calling in terms of a career 

path. … The families I worked with ultimately taught me much more 

than I was ever able to teach them. ”  

 

In 2014 we formed a new partnership with the University of North 

Dakota’s Occupational Therapy Department. Students in Drs. LaVonne 

Fox and Sarah Nielsen’s class work with New American families in the 

home as part of their course requirements. It’s a great fit as occupational 

therapists are dedicated to helping individuals gain the skills they need 

so they can fully participate in their activities of daily living. 

 

Primary refugees come with few belongings, but with great resiliency 

and drive. Secondary refugees tell us that they are moving here for jobs 

and safety. Our volunteers help New Americans feel welcome.  
 

New Americans are provided cultural knowledge and English language skills  

to create a better life for themselves in Grand Forks. 

Through our Community Outreach and Advocacy Program, we reached over 1,000 

individuals through over 30 presentations and events in the community in 2014.  

 

We organize events like World Refugee Day activities, in partnership with Lutheran 

Social Services New Americans, which is celebrated downtown in June at the Grand 

Forks Town Square. At this event many New American groups present their traditional 

foods, attire, songs, and dance for the community to enjoy.   

 

In addition to awareness building events, we advocate for New Americans in areas such 

as English as a learned-language access, public transportation improvements, and social 

needs. 
 

In the summer of 2014, in a collaboration with the Empire Arts Center and the Grand 

Forks Public Schools, beautiful banners were created thanks to funding from the 

Solomon David-Schill Memorial fund. Winship Elementary ELL students remembered 

life prior to resettlement in Grand Forks. Bold colors with flowers, trees, animals, flags, 
and buildings filled the canvas banners. 

 

The Community Outreach and Advocacy Program provides New Americans and 

members of the Greater Grand Forks community opportunities to learn more about our 

community and become engaged in meaningful ways. 

 
 

 

 

Artwork created by New American 
students from Winship Elementary 
School was hung outside the Empire 
Arts Center.  

New American Students went on a bowling outing.  


