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Words from our Executive Director

| am proud of what we have accomplished in 2019. We couldn’t do this work without our volunteers,
supporters, Board of Directors, and Youth Liaisons. In 2019, we activated our New American Youth Liaisons
and they helped us deliver stronger programs. Their ideas and energy pushed us forward. In 2020, we have
brought in New American Advisors, who are meeting with Board members to advise us in our programming.

A strong partnership with the University of North Dakota’s Occupational Therapy program and our many
community volunteers allows us to go into the homes and schools of New Americans. We have been
fortunate to have UND Law students contributing their time. We work most closely with students at Red
River High School, and we expanded our mentoring program at East Grand Forks Senior High School
students. We were seeing families in stress even before COVID-19. New American families are working
hard to provide for their families, but there are obstacles that impede their progress.

This year, we are adding an emphasis on mental health. Our goal is to better understand and support
mental health needs among refugees.

Thanks to our volunteers and supporters, Global Friends educates, empowers, and embraces New
Americans in the Greater Grand Forks community. Let’s keep going!

In service,
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Cynthia Shabb

Global Friends Coalition Executive Director



Reflections from the Board President

Throughout 2019, we stayed dedicated to our mission, even though our priorities had evolved. With
substantially fewer refugees being resettled in Grand Forks, fewer people needed help finding furniture
for new, empty apartments or locating the grocery store nearest their homes. While we still offer that
assistance when needed, our efforts are concentrated more on helping New Americans earn citizenship
and get promoted at their jobs; exploring and researching mental health needs; and fighting racial and
economic stigmas that seem to be louder and more commonplace lately. Rest assured, we still have
plenty of work to do.

Included in the strategic plan we created in 2018 are two main goals we’ve been actively chasing:
improve access to mental health resources for New Americans, and improve cultural workplace
awareness among New American workers and their employers. Like all work done from scratch, these
goals demand tremendous effort, but we have plans in place and we’re moving forward with the help
of other organizations in our community with their eyes on the same goals. The work is slow and
sometimes painstaking, but vital.

Our New American Advisory Council, made up of refuges from diverse backgrounds who serve as
liaisons from the populations we serve, offer us insight and information into the struggles New Americans
face, as well as ideas about how we can help. Currently, discussions with those advisors have centered
around breaking down the stigmas surrounding mental health struggles, and improving access to
resources. While stigmas exist in all populations, refugee communities sometimes face a unique set of
barriers. For instance, some languages don’t even have terms for certain mental health diagnoses, such
as bipolar disorder or depression.



But while the work has been daunting, looking back at 2019 also makes me smile. We held our largest
community picnic to date, with 700+ attendees. We battled a snowstorm to bring in over $6000 at Soup
in the Studio. We drew 72 attendees to share pie, culture and some tears during A Slice of Thanksgiving.
A chilly rain didn’t stop the joy at World Refugee Day during the downtown Farmers Market in June.

| don’t know what this year will bring. 2020 has been a ride so far, but Global Friends Coalition has again
evolved as the needs of New Americans evolve. We’re offering translations in several languages of
COVID-19 safety information, suggestions and guidelines. We’ve sent home flyers with school lunches to
communicate to parents how important it is to stay home, even avoiding family members who don’t live
with them.

But while we continue to evolve with the ever-changing needs of the population we serve, we keep
our eye toward our mission. We keep pushing for the all-inclusive, respectful, open and appreciative
community we envision. Through pandemic, through political strife, through dwindling resettlement, our
goal stands firm and our work remains crucial to the wellbeing of our community. Thank you for seeing
that. Thank you for working toward that goal with us.

Stay safe and be well.

Lisa Gibson
Global Friends Coalition Board President



Financials

300 individuals and 14 organizations donated in 2019

Donor support reached record-breaking levels

Increased diversity of revenue sources

59% of revenue comes through grants

Our endowment through the Community Foundation, established in
2016, is now at $10,982.03

Revenue Expenses

Ewvents Fundraising

6o, General 894
Acmin.
Contributions & 1794

Fundraising

Building /Property

49 Programs
1%

$123,704.77 $129,139.86




Fundraising Highlights

Global Friends had a record-breaking fundraising year in

2019!

All-time high in total individual donations, up 41% over
2018

All-time high in the number of individual donors, up
36% over 2018

All-time high in the number of multi-gift donors, up
75% over 2018

All-time high donor retention rate (62%), up 12% over
2018

Average donation amount increased 37% over 2018

Giving Hearts Day Soup in the Studio  Year End Giving

$18,565.50 $6,015.97 $5,375.00
Featured Artist:

A 200% increaase A 141% increase

Karla Nelson

over 2018 and our over 2018’s letter

Music Provided by:

best GHD to date!
Ron Franz

campaign.



4 a:Iwagls feel I'm learning as much every Wednesday night as the students are.
T\ It’s just a gift for us to be able to work with them.”
-M. ‘i - Pat Wilber, Global Friends Citizneship Teacher (pictured above, far right)
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Family Mentors and Adult Education

New Americans are provided cultural knowledge
and English language skills in their homes and in

Global Friends 2019 Overview: classes to create a.betterlife for.themselves and
Served over 200 NeW Americans thelr famllleS |n Grand FOrkS
201 volunteers and about 3,000 Classes included English
il TiourS Citizenship, Driving, Social Hour,
97% of New Americans served have lived in and Sewing
the U.S. longer than 12 months
About 50% of New Americans we worked COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
with were under 18 years old

B Bhutan I,': M;:TI '-";':E' . Afghanistan
Volunteers of the Year: = Somalla P
Sewing Class Teachers - Karen Axvig, Jeannie = Liberia .
Sollom, Kristi Larson, Pam Hennes, Cindy Jensen, mirag »
Melody Nord, Donnette Arndt, Debbie Rham, Julie ® Burundi
Hill, and Dawn Pearson W Mexico
UND Occupational Therapy Students of the Year: = Afghanistan somss_

Courtney Haugen, Parkey Hoey, Caelin Hansen, and
Jordyn Himley




Resilient Youth

New American youth are matched with mentors
and/or tutors to develop their English skills, provide
academic support, develop leadership skills, and
cultivate confidence.

L T Served over 100 New American youth within
;qi:";w ™ - Red River High School and East Grand Forks

ﬁ"ﬂ’ High School

Eight youth served as Youth Liaisons to our
Board of Directors, providing knowledge,
experience, and insight into our work - as well
as community service.

Provided scholarships for various community
activities such as the NDMOA art camp.

Provided a Red River HS senior field trip for an
art project with artist Terri Berg



L Ol .
“ A majority of our EL students left the mentorship experience with increased self-
confidence in their academics. And, many of our EL students left the mentorship
experience seeing themselves as possible post secondary students (in some avenue).”

- High School Administrator




Physicians and medical students from UND’s School of Medicine administered blood
pressure and glucose level checks to 200 people at the Community Picnic. One of the
physicians said he felt this was “so important. One person’s glucose levels were so high
that we recommended they head to the emergency room.” - Local Physician =Y
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Community Outreach & Advocacy

The Greater Grand Forks community is provided
opportunities to learn more about the people,
cultures, and experiences brought here through
refugee resettlement - and to come together to
celebrate our community as one.

We reached more than 2,100 individuals

through 36 community presentations and
events.

World Refguee Day honors refugees, recalls
the plight that brings people to Grand Forks,
and celebrates the diversity our nhew neighbors
bring to our community. In 2019, it was
recognized with a program in front of City Hall.

Despite a week of terrible storms and severe
flooding in the area, more than 700 smiling
faces came together to celebrate in University
Park for our 13th annual Community Picnic.

12



Thank You Donors

* Donations received between 1/1/19 - 12/31/19. While we try not to make mistakes, please contact us if you see an error or have been left out in our report.

Philanthropists ($1000+
Robin David & Brian Schill
Hal and Kathleen Gershman
Family Foundation

Hope Church

Nicholas & Sarah Jensen
Erin & Carter Kunz

Cathy & David Perry
Robbin Rendahl

Retrax Holdings, LLC
Cynthia & John Shabb
Jenna & Joe Zavoral

Humanitarians ($500-999)
Karen & Rich Axvig

Joseph & Kristine Dinsmore
First Presbyterian Church
Grand Forks Chorales
Grand Forks Herald

Janet Jedlicka

Warren & Cindy Jensen
Clara & Donald Jurivich
Joyce Wicklund & David
Nelson

Visionaries ($250-499)

Dominique & Max Buchholz

Larissa Campbell

Kaye Carlson

Sharon Carson

Charles Christianson & Mary
13 Wakefield

Judith & David Christy
Crary Homes & Real Estate
Community Violence
Intervention Center

John & Kathy Fick

Trudy & Walter Iseminger
David Lambeth & Cecilia
Volden

Marsha Lange

Margot & WG McGimpsey
Barry & Judith Milavetz
Marie Neumann

Faye & Billy Pederson
James & Judy Schill

Tom Johnson & Katherine
Sukalski

Kari Torkelson

Jack Wadhawan

Allison Waswick

Providers ($100-249)
Harmon & Julie Abrahamson
Angelina Allums

Stacy Bjorgaard

B’Nai Israel Synagogue
Janiel & James Bollman
Mike Brue

Douglas & Cindy Carpenter
Duane Christenson

Karen Cisek

Candace Clausen

Nancy Cronquist

Arlene David

Tom & Jessie Erickson
Julia Ernst

Cheryl & Dale Fadley
Barry & Ann Folson
Adam Fortwengler & Mina
Kharel

Suzanne Gandrud

Lisa Gibson

Deb Glennen & Don Miller
Gretchen Graf

Rachel & Benjamin Greenlee
Julene Griffin

Chuck Haga

Pete Haga

Paul Holje

Yi-Ping Hsieh

Bri Huber

Patric Hurley

Rex Huss

Tori & Mike Johnson
Andre Kehn

Kathryn Kester

Mary Kester

Theresa Knox

Marina & Marko Kojic
Karen & Kent Lovelace
Jim Manos

Doug & Sandi Marshall
Kerry Lentz

Joel Medd

Anne Mostad-Jensen

Dilli & Goma Olli
Treasure Omdahl
Dean Opp

John Oswald Jr.
Kristine Paranica

Rolf & Linda Paulson
Ann & Randy Pederson
Ann Porter

SEWARYE

Fred & Donna Remer
Kathryn Schommer
lone Seidlinger

Alice Senechal
Carolyn Shabb

Sharon Lutheran Church
Sharon Lutheran Women of
the ELCA

Connie Sherwood

Don & Bobbie Shields
Pamela Solga

Karen Staggs

Marcus Tanabe
Jennifer Tarlin

Texas Roadhouse
Ivona Todorovic
Angela Urlacher
Marcus & Rebecca Weaver-
Hightower

Kay Williams

James Ziegler

Sonia Zimmerman
Clair Zirnhelt

Advocates ($50-99)

Valerie & Vincent Ames
Anonymous

Austin Atkinson
Janelle Barta

Becca & Wayne Baumbach
Joy Becker

Evan Boucher

Robin Carriere

Ed Christ

YeeHan Chu

Karla & Peter Coen-Tuff
Miranda Confer

Rejwi Dahal

Marian DeBeltz
Kristijana Dogan
Karen Edmonds
Angela & Cory Floden
Corinna Fortwengler
Ron Franz

Kathy Freeman
Haylee Gibson
Catherine Gillach
Marge Griffin

Vivian Grotte

Molly Haagenson
Donna Hastings
Candace Hennekens
Kayla Hochstetler
Cheryl Hunter

Anna Hurlbert

Joel & Michele liams



Mara Jiran & Matthew
Wallace

Delanie & Roger Johnson
Ginger Johnson
Peter & Marsha Johnson
Phyllis Johnson
Mason Kendall
Kristen & Brian Larsen-
Schmidt

Kristi Larson

Jason Lay

Sona Lesmeister
Peggy Lucke
Madhavi Marasinghe
Ruth Monteleone
Gretchen Mullendore
John Nelson

Sally Nordlie

Edwin & Bette Olson
Kevin Olson

Rebecca Osterlund
Carolyn Ozaki
Andrea Parks

Garrett Petersen
Allison Peterson
Anna Picklo

Marny Pryatel
Jennifer Ritterling
Lynn Ronsberg
Kristine Sande

Mark Schill

Mary Jo & Ken Schill
Debra Schlosser
Carol Schneweis

St Mark’s Women of the ELCA

Denyse Sturges
Deborah Swanson
Janice Tangen

Jeffrey Tiedeman
Aida Wakefield
Joel Walz

Naomi Welsh
Carol Wendel

Neighbors ($1-49)

Alpha Delta Kappa Beta

Paige Amann
Sunnie Andreu
Anonymous

Nate Axvig
Bernell Bachmeier
Cynthia Balliet
Eric Basile
Barbara Beach
Linda Bedard
Marilyn Berg
Patricia Berggren
Colleen Berry
Betty Bloomquist
Diane Bowen
Michelle Bowles
Rose Brandt
Gretta Brunelle
Laurie Burkholder
Katy Bushaw
Leah Byzewski
Susan Caraher
Roberta Carrlson
Erica Claus-Numsali
Brenda Cole

Matt Collings
Kathleen Coudle-King
Emily Dawes
Christine Dewey
Amy Eisenmann
Andrine Evers

Cassel Everson

Maura Ferguson

Nidia Figueroa

Steven Finney

Amber Flynn
Rosemary Flynn

Krista Foerster
Rebecca Gottberg
Theresa & Jim Grijalva
Cheri Halcrow

Lynda Hammer

Collin Hanson

Katie Hastings

Jeff Hauser

Chelsey Headrick
Laetitia Hellerud
Kimberley Hemminger
Debbie Holbrook
Jonathan & Emily Holth
Jane Hutzol

Brenda Johnson
Phyllis Kalliokoski
Bethany Klemetsrud
Karyn & Patrick Krause
Tracy Kuchan

Joyce & Brian Larson
Julie Leake

Doris Lebby

Jane LeDuc

Brooke Lentz

Vicki Lindberg
Constance Lindstrom
Karna Loyland

Kaia Lunde

Elsie Magnus

Carol Maillet

Johanna Martinson
Amy Matchett Wagner

Paul McCullough
Jolene McEarchern
Richard McGurran
Kayla Meyer

Lynn Middleton
Denise Mills
Marion Monteleone
Dawnn Morken
Diane Nelson

Jill Nelson

Ryan Nelson

Chad Neppel
Sarah Nesheim
Mary O’Leary
Myrna Olson

Steph Olson
Lorraine O’Shea
Kylie Oversen
Craig Burns

Justin Parks
Heather Pauls Peters
Dianne Paulsen
Kim Pedersen
Betsy Perkins
Andria Pinkerton
Cynthia Prescott
Patty Wvammen
Jon Ramsey
Susanne Restemayer
Amy Riker
Spencer Sanz

Jaci Satterlund

vy Schulz

Laura Schweigert
Jamie Selzler
Jeffrey Shallman
Irene Shea

Brad Sherwood

Amy Shirek

Milo Smith

Rebeccah & Gerald Smith
Jeannie Sollom

Linda St. Onge

Andrea Stennes

Debra Sumner

Karen Tankersley
Mackenzie Teepen

Robin Tracy

Joshua Tripp

Katherine Tyler

Brooke VanLooy

Kyle Vashus
Shanthadurga Vijayakumar
Wendy Wendt

Patricia Wilber

Sharon & Richard Wilsnack
Annella & Steve Winger
John Woleske

Chang Yi

In Memory

Solomon David-Schill
by Janelle Barta
Colleen Berry
Michelle Bowles
Susan Caraher
Robin Carriere
Kathleen Coudle-King
Arlene David
Andrine Evers
John & Kathy Fick
Adam Fortwengler &
Mina Kharel
Gretchen Graf
Julene Griffin
Marge Griffin



Julene Griffin
Julene Griffin
Chuck Haga

Jeff Hauser
Chelsey Headrick
Laetitia Hellerud

Bri Huber

Patric Hurley

ori & Mike Johnson
Theresa Knox
Jason Lay

Julie Leake
Madhavi Marasinghe
Johanna Martinson
Ryan Nelson

Dilli & Goma Olli
Jennifer Ritterling
Spencer Sanz

Judy & James Schill
Mary Jo & Ken Schill
Mark Schill

Kathryn Schommer
Ivy Schulz

Jamie Selzler

Irene Shea

Jeffrey & Therese
Tiedeman

Kyle Vashus

Allison Waswick
Naomi Welsh

Sonia Zimmerman

Bob Duncanson
by Kaia Lunde
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Carol Graham Brue
by Mike Brue

Esther Monson
by Kaye Carlson

In Honor
Julie & Harmon Abrahamson
by Judith & Barry Milavetz

Michael Ahlen
by Joel & Amy Medd

Swarnim Basnet
by Adam Fortwengler & Mina
Kharel

Chris Dawes
by Emily Dawes

Elias Dean
by Amy Eisenmann

Rocco Ferguson
by Maura Ferguson

Thomasine Heitkamp
by Evan Boucher

Tony Langheid
by Tori & Mike Johnson

Cynthia Shabb
by Becca & Wayne Baumbach
Deb Glennen & Don Miller

Hoksila, Lucy, Chloe and Ethan
by Sharon Carson

Thank You Volunteers

*Volunteers reporting hours between 1/1/19 - 12/31/19. While we
try not to make mistakes, please contact us if you see an error

or have been left out in our report.

Sahra Abdullahi
Habsa Aden

Ali Alshaban

Sara Anderson
Emily Annen
Donnette Arndt
Michelle Arnhalt
Rochard Augustin
Karen Axvig
Becca Baumbach
Barbara Beach
Taylor Beatty
Kristina Beiswenger
Louisa Bergman
Corey Birkholz
Alyssa Braun
Hannah Brenk
Dominique Buchholz
Max Buchholz
Calvin Burkholder
Craig Burns
Larissa Campbell
Elaine Carlson
Natalie Carlstrom

Logan Carpenter
Ashton Carter
Cecelia Castleberry
Momina Chaudhry
Lexie Coalwell
Maria Cole
Albertine Cooper
Allison Corbin

Jane Croeker

Becca Crueger
Robin David

Emily Dawes

Elias Dean

Kelly Debeltz
Samantha Debeltz
Kayla Dembeck
Ranju Dhungana
Tulasha Dhungana
Sarah Doran

Alicia Dreier
Stephen Dwumfour
Bethany Easthouse
Kelly Entzel

Maddy Ertelt



Taylor Exizidis-Meier
Isabell Fetsch
Angie Floden
Cory Floden

Lydia Floden
Quincie Floden
Alivia Fraase
Susan Fristad
Lindsey Gapp
Lydia Gartee
McKenzie Gehring
Pramita Ghaley
Lisa Gibson

Seira Goddard
Aaron Goodrich
Jessica Goodrich
Kelby Goulet

Elijah Gray

Cale Gressman
Alexandra Grosser
Jordan Grosz
Rachel Grubb
Madison Gruber
Jessica Guo
Allison Haas
Chuck Haga

Brier Hagen
Montana Halberg
Casey Halverson
Caelin Hansen
Cheyenne Hanson
Kimberly Harmelink
Benjamin Harris
Aisha Hassan
Sundus Hassan
Elizabeth Hauck
Courtney Haugen

Pam Hennes
Julie Hill

Jordyn Himley
Parker Hoey
Bailey Hoffman
Elias Holte

Nick Houge
Evan Hutchinson
Karen Jaspers
Cindy Jensen
Nicholas Jensen
Sarah Jensen
Joseph Jensen
Kailey Jerome
lfrah Jimaale
Mike Johnson
Tori Johnson
Hailey Johnson
Vanessa Johnson
Olivia Kack
Patrick Kenneh
Susan Kesow
Kathryn Kester
Laxmi Kharel
Mina Kharel
Ratna Kharel
Jordan Knight
Kelsey Knutson
Marina Kojic
Isabell Kremeier
Erin Kunz
Carter Kunz
Maddy Lamb
Rebecka Landowski
Riley Larson
Macy Larson
Kristi Larson

Olivia Leabo
Doris Lebby

Jon Lengowski
Mariah LeRoux
Terra Lindquist
Kaylee Loken
Abby Lund

Kaia Lunde
Chyna Lynner
Drew Mapes
Doug Marshall
Courtney Marsman
Rebecca Maska
Jon Mason
Jenna McCabe
Jade McFarren
Luke McKenzie
Aubrey McNary
Brianna McNelly
Melissa Mercado
Hannah Merges
Megan Miller
Madhav Mishra
Natalie Mohring
Diamond Moore
Dawnn Morken
Josey Munson
Emmanuel Musa
Madison Naylor
Hope Nelson
Madeline Nelson
Marie Neuman
Michelle Nguyen
Melanie Nord
Dili Oli

Khalid Omer
Moses Oteh

Prakash Pathak
Alycia Peacock
Dawn Pearson
Faye Pederson
Betsy Perkins
Malea Peters

Erin Phillips
Andria Pinkerton
Christian Ponzetti
Jacob Quinton
Kalindi Rachey
Abbie Radermacher
Debbie Rahm
Neeta Regmi
Robbin Rendahl
Iman Rezanezhad Gatabi
Nina Richter
Noelle Rivard
Nicholas Riveland
Samantha Rongstad
Drew Rusten
Anthony Saccocio
Jacey Savage
Helen Sawaya
Jacinda Schell
Brian Schill

Grace Schimke
Nicole Schreiner
lone Seidlilnger
John Shabb
Brock Shaide
Alyana Simpron
Nicole Sinclair
Rylee Skyberg
Callie Smith
Jeanie Sollom
Rose Soori

Janice Sowokinos
Grace Spanos
Krista Steinbeisser
Haleigh Stenseth
Daniel Strandquist
Kristian Suarez
Annabelle Tarnowski
Reggie Tarr

Katie Thomas

Jack Wadhawan
Kylie Walthers
Paige Warren
Kelsey Wehe
Brandon Whipkey
Pat Wilber
Meaghan Wolfgram
Zeineb Yousif
Jessie Zimmer

16



Thank You Grantors

-
Lutheran United &5 e CONSENSUS
gﬂfﬁl ’ COUNCIL, me.
s

Community.Foundation. . e
GRAND FORKS, EAST GRAND FORKS & REGION Foundation
/‘ Ereuter 0
257 FORKS
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For more information, or to volunteer, or donate:

701-746-8233 info@gfcoalition.org

600 Demers Ave Suite 406A, Grand Forks, ND 58201
www.gfcoalition.org
facebook.com/GlobalFriendsCoalition
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